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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BERN 02159 160743Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSC-01 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-15 DIWY-01 /071 W 

160926Z 014835 /10 

R 131610Z MAY 77 
FM AMEMBASSY BERN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4340 
INFO AMCONSUL ZURICH 

UNCLAS BERN 2159 

EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, SOCI, SZ 

SUBJECT: NEW PRESIDENT OF SWISS NATIONAL COUNCIL - ELISABETH BLUNSCHY 

1 . SWISS NATIONAL COUNCIL (PARLIAMENT LOWER HOUSE) HAS 
ELECTED AS ITS PRESIDENT, BY 1 1 1 TO 59 VOTES, MRS. 

ELISABETH BLUNSCHY, THE FIRST WOMAN EVER TO SERVE IN 

THIS POSITION. SHE WILL ALSO SERVE EX-OFFICIO AS 

PRESIDENT OF PARLIAMENT WHEN IN JOINT SESSION WHICH IS 

HIGHEST SWISS LEGISLATIVE POSITION. SHE IS MEMBER 

CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT PARTY FROM SCHWYZ AND MEMBER NATIONAL 

COUNCIL SINCE 1971. SWISS WOMEN RECEIVED FRANCHISE 

FEBRUARY 1971. SHE WAS ONE OF TEN FIRST WOMEN 

MEMBERS WHO ENTERED PARLIAMENT SIX MONTHS LATER. 

2. MRS. BLUNSCHY WAS BORN JULY 13, 1922 IN SCHWYZ, 

ATTENDED UNIVERSITIES OF LAUSANNE AND FRIBOURG. SHE 
RECEIVED LAW DOCTORATE AND TOOK OVER HER HUSBAND S 
LAW PRACTICE FOLLOWING HIS DEATH, THEN RAN FOR 
PARLIAMENT. SHE IS MEMBER OF SEVERAL FEDERAL 
COMMISSIONS AS WELL AS VARIOUS PUBLIC SERVICE, 

WOMEN'S AND CONFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS. 

3. UNLIKE THE U.S. CONGRESS, THE DUTIES OF THIS 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 BERN 02159 160743Z 

POSITION ARE LARGELY ADMINISTRATIVE AND CEREMONIAL. 

THE POSITION CANNOT BE HELD FOR TWO SUCCESSIVE ANNUAL 
SESSIONS BUT RE-ELECTION IS PERMITTED. 

DAVIS 
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